










































Board Agenda Item 
June 28, 2006 
 
 
ACTION - 1 
 
 
Approval - Residential Rental Property Rate for Mount Gilead House (Sully District) 
 
 
ISSUE: 
Approval of the residential rental property rate for the Mount Gilead House in the Sully 
District. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
The Park Authority Director recommends the Park Authority Board approve the 
residential rental property rate for the Mount Gilead House in the Sully District. 
 
 
TIMING: 
Board approval is requested on June 28, 2006. 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
At a public hearing held on March 27, 2006, the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 
approved the Mount Gilead property transfer to the Fairfax County Park Authority. The 
Mount Gilead property is a historic property that has been maintained by the Board of 
Supervisors as a leased rental residence.  The tenant continues to rent the property on 
a month-to-month basis (at a rate of $750, with $700 forgiven in duties).  The Mount 
Gilead House is a two-level house with a total of 2,075 square feet of living space and 
includes 2 bedrooms and 2.5 bathrooms.    
 
Fairfax County Park Authority Policy 405 Rental Properties on Parklands (Attachment 1) 
requires that fair market rental rates shall be assessed, as recommended by a qualified 
appraiser or real estate broker designated by the Park Authority, and shall be adjusted 
commensurate with the obligations contained in the lease.  A Rental Market Value 
Analysis (Attachment 2) was performed on the subject property by McEnearney 
Associates, Inc.  Three comparable properties were used to determine the rental rate 
for the Mount Gilead House.  McEnearney Associates first submitted a range of $800-
$950 as the market rental rate for the property.  After reviewing the responsibilities and 
duties of the tenant, McEnearney revised their 2006 rental rate analysis and determined 
the rental rate is $800 per month (Attachment 3).   
 
The current tenant, Dr. Ted McCord, has requested that he be allowed to continue 
renting the property due to his excellent past record with the Board of Supervisors.     
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Dr. Ted McCord is a history professor at George Mason University and is dedicated to 
preserving this historic site.  Mr. McCord has agreed to make the house available and 
monitor two (2) meetings of the Friends of Historic Centreville (FHC) and two (2) public 
events (Centreville Days and Mount Air History Day). Mr. McCord’s rent will be reduced 
by $540 per year, or $45 per month, for his time spent on these activities.  In addition, 
Mr. McCord wishes to continue mowing the portion of the property within the fence line 
where he lives (approximately 3 acres), reducing the rental property rate by an 
additional $231 per month.  The mowing rate is based on the Park Authority’s open end 
mowing contract ($33 per acre, approximately 28 cuts per year) spread out over a 12 
month period.   
 
The resulting rental rate, inclusive of all deductions, totals $524 per month.   
Park Authority staff recommends a rental rate of $524 per month for the Mount Gilead 
House.  Mr. McCord has agreed to the additional responsibilities outlined above. This 
rate is based on the Rental Market Analysis, tenant duties, and responsibility for the 
upkeep and historical preservation of the property.   
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
Approval of the Mount Gilead Lease with a rental rate established at $524 per month 
will provide annual revenue in the amount of $6,288 from the residential rental unit.   
 
 
ENCLOSED DOCUMENTS: 
Attachment 1: Policy 405 Rental Properties on Parkland (distributed on 6/23/06) 
Attachment 2: Rental Market Value Analysis (distributed on 6/23/06) 
Attachment 3: Revised Rental Market Value Analysis (distributed on 6/23/06) 
Attachment 4: Letter from Ted McCord to Mr. Strickland, Dated April 27, 2006   
                        (distributed on 6/23/06) 
 
 
STAFF: 
Michael A. Kane, Director 
Timothy K. White, Chief Operating Officer 
Lynn S. Tadlock, Director, Planning and Development Division 
Kay H. Rutledge, Manager, Land Acquisition and Management Branch 
Cindy McNeal, Supervisor, Land Acquisition and Management Branch 
James L. Miller, Property Manager, Land Acquisition and Management Branch 
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